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SUBJECT: AGITATION CONTINUES 

REF: LAHORE 0385 

SUMMARY: APRIL 17 SAW FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS IN PUNJAB 
AGAINST PPP GOVERNMENT. OPPOSITION TOOK OUT TWO PRO- 
CESSIONS IN LAHORE AND CLASHES BETWEEN PNA AND PPP 
WORKERS WERE REPORTED IN LEIAH AND GUJRANWALA. OPPOSITION 
IS ALMOST CERTAIN TO REFUSE BHUTTO'S OFFER TO HOLD PRO- 
VINCIAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS WHICH MAY PROVOKE FURTHER 
DEMONSTRATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PNA TOOK OUT TWO PROTEST PROCESSIONS IN LAHORE APRIL 
17, BOTH OF WHICH CONVERGED ON THE MALL IN THE MAIN DOWN- 
TWON AREA. ACCORDING TO THE PAKISTAN TIMES (APRIL 18), 

SOME OF THE DEMONSTRATORS CARRIED PISTOLS AND DAGGERS AND 
FEW SHOTS WERE FIRED RANDOMLY IN THE AIR. AT ONE POINT 
ALONG THE MARCH, DEMONSTRATORS STOPPED TWO ARMY TRUCKS, 
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BOARDED THEM AND RAISED ANTI-GOVERNMENT SLOGANS. EARLIER 
SAME DAY, PNA WORKERS AND SUPPORTERS OFFERED FUNERAL PRAYERS 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE DISTURBANCES SO FAR. 

2. A SHARP CLASH BETWEEN PNA AND PPP WORKERS WAS REPORTED 

IN GUJRANWALA WHERE OPPOSITION DEMONSTRATORS BURNED SEVERAL 
PPP OFFICES, SOME SHOPS AND SET A BUS ON FIRE. IN LEIAH 
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(MUZAFFARGATH DISTRICT), THERE WERE SIMILAR REPORTS OF INTER 
PARTY CLASHES. IN VARIOUS OTHER PLACES, PROCESSIONS BY 
STUDENTS, LAWYERS, WOMEN AND OTHER PNA SUPPORTERS WENT 
OFF PEACEFULLY. 

3. HARTAL IN LAHORE WAS LIFTED APRIL 17, WHEN PNA RE- 
QUESTED SHOPKEEPERS TO OPEN UP AND RESUME BUSINESS. 

OPPOSITION THANKED BUSINESS CLASS FOR THEIR SUPPORT BUT 
RECOGNIZED NEED FOR ECONOMY TO FUNCTION NORMALLY. HOWEVER, 
IT IS BELIEVED SOME BUSINESSMEN THREATENED TO WITHHOLD 
SUPPORT SHOULD OPPOSITION CONTINUE TO IMPOSE HARTAL. DECISION, 
A SHREWD ONE ON PART OF OPPOSITION, SHOULD HELP, NOT HURT, IT. 

4. NAWABZADA NUSRULLAH KHAN IS EXPECTED TO HOLD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE APRIL 18 AND AFTERWARD ADDRESS OPPOSITION PARTY 
WORKERS TO GIVE PNA RESPONSE TO BHUTTO'S OFFER TO HOLD PRO- 
VINCIAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIOFS (ISLAMABAD 3741). OPPOSITION 

IS EXPECTED TO REJECT PROPOSAL AND CARRY ON WITH MOVEMENT. 
GAMON 
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